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T
he finalists for the 2017 Carpet De-
sign Awards have been chosen. On 
24 November, a jury of design and 

carpet industry experts shortlisted a total 
of 24 carpet creations in eight categories. 
The Carpet Design Awards are a coveted 
international badge of excellence in qual-
ity of execution and uniqueness of design 
for modern hand-made carpets. This 
year, the organizers are reporting an-
other increase in the number of entries, 
with the current competition attracting a 
total of 386 submissions from 21 nations 
(up from 320 in 2016). The winners in 
each category will receive their awards at 
a ceremony to be held at 4:30 p.m. on 
15 January 2017, at the Innovations@
DOMOTEX area in Hall 17. The Carpet 
Design Awards are highly regarded in the 
international carpet industry, and so the 
awards ceremony is rightly one of the big 
highlights of each year’s DOMOTEX. At 
the start of each year, specialist carpet 
dealers, owners of carpet and rug exhibi-
tion galleries and visitors from the inte-
rior design industry look to the shortlist-
ed creations on show at DOMOTEX for 
ideas and inspiration for their own new 
season’s collections.

Modern hand-made carpets are where 
traditional values meet contemporary 
design, where exquisite materials and 
visionary, imaginative motifs are woven 
together to create inspiring works of art 
for modern floorscapes, and where the 
world’s best designers set new standards 
and spark new trends in a mesmerizing 
display of innovation, design expertise 
and technical know-how. The eight cat-
egories of the Carpet Design Awards 
reflect a range of production methods, 
price segments and design philosophies 
and hence also correspond to various 
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Iranian carpet 

makers target 

U.S. with peace 

message

Iran’s carpet makers are dis-

tancing themselves from their 

government in promoting their 

handmade work as they seek 

to regain valuable U.S. sales 

and protect jobs following the 

removal of economic sanctions.

“Iranian carpets are produced 

by female and male weavers 

who are managed by the pri-

vate sector, so the government 

does not have a big influence,” 

Hamid Kargar, head of the Iran 

National Carpet Center, said in 

an emailed response to ques-

tions for the Reuters Middle 

East Investment Summit.

Years of sanctions had helped 

Iran’s three main competitors 

in handmade carpets - India, 

Pakistan and Turkey - estab-

lish themselves in many areas, 

including the U.S. The world’s 

largest buyer imported more 

than $80 million worth from Iran 

in 2010, before the trade em-

bargo was tightened, he said.

Sanctions were lifted in Janu-

ary following an agreement with 

world powers on Tehran’s dis-

puted nuclear programme and 

Iran’s drive to regain U.S. mar-

ket share for carpets mirrors its 

efforts to repair trade relations 

for many products.

“We are trying to show in our 

advertisements that Iranian 

carpets are independent from 

the government, that they are 

artistic products that carry a 

message of peace and friend-

ship to the world,” Kargar, who 

runs the business promotion 

body that sits within Iran’s com-

merce ministry.

Iran’s exports are bouncing 

back, but it is far from regain-

ing all of the market share that 

it lost, and many banks and 

buyers remain cautious about 

engaging with Iran because of 

lingering political tensions with 

24 finalists nominated for Carpet Design Awards 2017

distribution channels and carpet use sce-
narios. It is never easy choosing the best 
of the best, and this year’s jurors, chaired 
by multi-award-winning New York de-
signer Stephanie Odegard, certainly had 
their work cut out for them, consider-
ing the great wealth of top-quality crea-
tions submitted. The selection process 
involved judging the carpets in terms of 
design and design concept, material, ex-
ecution, structure and quality, and sus-
tainability and branding. For an overview 
of the carpets nominated by the jury.

“For me, it was a great honor to serve on 
the jury and have a part in judging the 
submissions for the DOMOTEX 2017 
season of the prestigious Carpet Design 
Awards. I had the privilege of viewing 
many designs that are both beautifully 
crafted and sustainably produced. And 
so I would like to thank everyone two 
took part in the competition,” commented 
jury chair Stephanie Odegard. The other 
four jury members are: Vanessa Brady, 
interior designer (UK), Wilhard Kühne, 

carpet expert/buyer (DE), Kustaa Sak-
si, designer and visual artist (NL), and 
Hadi Teherani, architect and designer 
(DE).

All 24 of the shortlisted carpets will 
be on display in the Hall 17 Innova-
tions@ DOMOTEX area at DOMOTEX 
2017 in Hannover, Germany. Visitors 
to the show will be able to view them 
and vote for their favorites. The carpet 
that receives the most visitor votes will 
be presented with the “Best Liked by 
DOMOTEX Visitors” prize at the end of 
the show. And in a new development, 
Houzz, the world’s largest online col-
lection of interior design and decorat-
ing ideas, will also be running a com-
petition in which members of its interior 
design community can select their per-
sonal favorites. Each participant will go 
into a prize draw, with the winner re-
ceiving a free trip to Hannover to attend 
DOMOTEX and the grand Carpet De-
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T
he machine made carpet industry is a relatively young 
field of the Iranian textile industry. This industry began 
in 1972 and continued its operations limitedly until 1992. 

During the first 20 years of this industry, totally 14 manufactur-
ing units of machine woven carpets were established and put 
into operation. Late 1980s, a mushroom growth of machine 
woven plants began in several cities such as Kashan, Yazd, 
Aran & Bidgol, Esfahan, Mashhad … During this period, the 
region of Kashan and Aran & Bidgol surpassed other cities of 
the country and achieved big successes in the field of the ma-
chine made carpet industry of the country, so that now from 
roughly 1050 manufacturing units of machine woven carpets 
of the country 850 manufacturing units operate in this region. 
The existence and operation of such volume of manufactur-
ing factories of machine woven carpets caused this region to 
become the pole of machine woven carpets of Iran and one 
of the few manufacturing poles of machine woven carpets of 
the World.

Manufacturing annually 82 million m2 machine woven carpets, 
Iran is one of the 5 major manufacturers of machine woven 
carpets in the World. The main competitors of Iran in the 
World are Turkey, Belgium, Saudi Arabia and Egypt. Turkey 
exporting around 2.5 billion dollars, and Belgium exporting 
roughly one billion dollars, are the biggest manufacturers and 
exporters of machine woven carpets in the World, possessing 
all by themselves more than 50% of the World market of ma-
chine woven carpets annually exporting 5.5 billion dollars. It 
should be noted that until 5 years ago, Belgium, exporting one 
billion dollars, and Turkey, exporting 960 million dollars, allo-
cated to themselves respectively the first and second places 
of exportation. However, Turkey managed to increase widely 
its exportation volume to reach to roughly 2.5 billion dollars 
per year and take from Belgium the 1st place of the World ex-
porter with careful planning, relying on absorption of domestic 
and foreign capitals, preparing and executing encouragement 
policies in the field of exportation, creating required infrastruc-
tures …

From the total 82 million m2 machine woven carpets manufac-
tured annually in Iran roughly 65 million m2 are consumed in 
domestic markets and the rest, constituting between 15 and 
20 percent of the total annual production of machine woven 
carpets, is exported. The value of machine woven carpets an-
nually exported in 2014 and 2015 from Iran was 400 million 
dollars. The increasing trend of exportation of Iranian machine 
woven carpets during past 5 years (2011 to 2015) from 75 mil-
lion dollars to around 400 million dollars endorsed a great his-
torical success of this industry, because it happened exactly 
during the severest unjust sanctions of western countries.

Machine woven carpets made by Iran could easily compete 
and penetrate into international markets, where there are no 
more than 10 competing manufacturing countries and where 
may be overwhelmed by Iranian machine woven carpets be-
cause of good fame of Iranian carpets.

On the other hand, looking again at figures and statistics, one 
may find out that although roughly 82 million m2 machine wo-
ven carpets are produced in Iran, however, the fact is that on 
the basis of operation licenses issued during past years by 
the Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade, the actual capacity of 
production is 120 million m2. Some of experts of this industry 

believe that such figure may easily increase to 150 million 
m2 during 5 years. Therefore, initial examinations shows that 
there are good manufacturing potentials inside the country 
which may well support export leaps of Iranian machine wo-
ven carpets.

Taking into account consumption of roughly 65 million m2 ma-
chine woven carpets inside the country and around per capita 
rate of machine woven carpets of Iranians, on one hand, and 
low rate of increase in population, on the other hand, which 
prevents sudden increase in domestic demand of machine 
woven carpet in Iran during the next years, the domestic con-
sumption market seems to be fully saturated and it is espe-
cially important to export surplus production of this product.

Such aim is completely realizable because of the following:
-Splendid several-millennium background of producing and 
exporting Iranian handmade carpets in the World, which may 
contribute to the good fame of machine woven carpets in 
World markets.
-The number of countries manufacturing machine woven car-
pets in the World does not exceed the number of the fingers of 
two hands. (Although, this shows the limited World market of 
this product as compared with other products, however, it has 
the advantage of limited number of competitors and space of 
World export opened to the Iranian machine woven carpets.)
-There are the market of roughly 400 million people of neigh-
bor Muslim countries and the virgin market of 100 million 
people of other countries such as African counties and even 
China and easy access of Iran to the consumption market of 
many ones of such countries such as Iraq, Afghanistan, Paki-
stan, China, CIS countries, Oman, Yemen …

-The low risk of arrival of damaging low price producers such 
as China to produce this product because of the artistic nature 
of drawing in machine woven carpets and its connections with 
cultural tastes of every country.
-There are infrastructures required for developing production 
of machine woven carpets in Iran up to two times the current 
capacity within the shortest possible time.
-There are adequate and sufficient expert skillful forces as 
well as young labor to develop this industry.
-Cultural proximities with many target countries of exporta-
tion.
-This industry is non-governmental, in other words fully in the 
private sector. Therefore, the production output is high, which 
may reduce cost prices of the products.
-The low exchange rate of Iranian Rial against USD and 
therefore suitable prices in World markets and their competi-
tive natures.
-The Turkish and other foreign investors hesitate to invest fur-
ther in the carpet pole of Turkey, i.e. Ghazi Antep, because 
proximity of this region to Syrian borders and war frontiers. 
(Currently, this may be a good opportunity for Iranian and for-
eign investors to be ensured of more investment n the Iranian 
machine woven carpet pole, i.e. Kashan and Aran & Bidgol, 
and consequently considerable increase in exports.)

Finally, it should be noted that if a codified convergent pro-
gram is prepared by the people of industry and policymakers 
of industries and economy of the country, it is quite likely to 
achieve the annual exportation of one billion dollars by 2025.

Exportation of machine woven carpets, a 
necessity, an opportunity
By: Dr. Mansour Diary, a faculty member of Textile Engineer Department of Islamic Azad University of Kashan

India has been witnessing a steady rise in the export of hand-
made carpets and floor coverings since last three years. 

Carpet exports increased form Rs 7108.31 crore in FY13-14 
to Rs 8441.95 crore in FY14-15, and then to Rs 9481.36 crore 
in FY15-16. In the ongoing financial year 2016-17, carpet ex-
ports have already touched Rs 5786.85 crore till October.

The data on India’s carpet exports was given by Union textiles 
minister Smriti Irani in a written reply to a question in Rajya 
Sabha last week. The minister said that the ministry does not 
maintain state/UT wise export statistics.
The government is implementing various schemes to improve 
the exports of handmade carpets and other floor coverings. 
These include 5 per cent Merchandise Exports from India 
Scheme (MEIS) Scrip on exports of handmade carpets and 
other floor coverings.

In order to increase manufacturing and exports of the carpet 
industry, government is planning to establish mega clusters 
in Bhadohi-Mirzapur and Srinagar. It also intends to set up 
Indian Institute of Carpet Technology (IICT) at Bhadohi.
In a bid to boost the exports of the carpet industry, the gov-
ernment announced 3 per cent interest equalisation scheme 
on pre and post shipment rupee export credit with effect from 
April 1, 2015 for five years.

Under Market Development Assistance (MDA) and Market 
Access Initiative (MAI) schemes of the department of com-
merce, the government provides financial assistance to the 
carpet industry for participation in fairs, exhibitions and buy-
er-seller meets in India and abroad. Support is provided for 
market study, branding, involvement in social and welfare 
programmes among others through Marketing Support and 
Service Scheme.

Meanwhile, the government is imparting skill development 
training for carpet weaving and providing financial aid for 
functioning of carpet weaving training centres in the areas of 
Bhadohi-Varanasi-Mirzapur. Stipend is also given to the train-
ees.

The carpet manufacturers and exporters are also benefitting 
with the refund of excise and custom duties paid on import 
through duty drawback channel. 

India witnesses steady rise in 

carpet exports

Rug manufacturer Feizy has high hopes for strong designs 
and a full lineup of one-of-a-kind rugs at the High Point 

Market. “We’re continuing to expand our design focus, and 
the introductions we’re bringing to High Point really reflect 
that,” said Cameron Feizy, a company principal. “In addition 
to new hand-knotted traditional designs, we’ll be introducing 
new easy-care collections and more contemporary designs in 
various constructions and materials – all with the quality Feizy 
is known for.

We’ll also be showcasing our fixture solutions that will help 
our partners sell more product in less space by reducing the 
footprint required to sell rugs in their showrooms.” Feizy is 
branding its Market Square 145 ellen deGeneres to Launch 
Loloi Rugs, Pillows and Throws in Jan 2017Feizy to come up 
up with new rugs collectionsand Throws in Jan 2017show-
room as “The Fall 2016 High Point Design Destination,” and 
Cameron Feizy said the company will roll out new fine and 
power-loomed collections as well as new catalogs plus plenty 
of product that he said can’t be found elsewhere. “Our show-
room is stacked with gorgeous and unique one-of-a-kind piec-
es, and High Point is when we really get to show them off,” 
Feizy said. “Based on the conversations we’ve been having 
with our customers, we expect to see high traffic from our 
designer partners and are looking forward to showing them 
our products.” 

Feizy to come up up with new 

rugs collectionsand Throws 

in Jan 2017
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V
an de Wiele, expert in yarns
The quality of a carpet starts with the quality of 
the yarns. Therefore, Van de Wiele offers its cus-

tomers BCF extrusion lines. The experience in woven 
and tufted carpet, combined with the knowledge of yarn 
production, has led to the development of a performant 
extrusion line, the BXE.

The BXE line is a three ends process, able to produce 
BCF yarns in polypropylene, polyester and polyamide 
6. After the successful introduction of the first monocol-
our line in the market, several mono and tricolor lines 
have been sold in Turkey, China, Iran, Saudi Arabia,…
The extrusion line produces yarn with the highest bulk 
on the market. 

After extrusion, the yarns can be heat-set. The French 
company Superba, part of VANDEWIELE, has been 
the world leading manufacturer of heat-setting lines for 
many years. Superba has developed a unique and per-
forming heat-setting system based on saturated steam, 
suitable for polypropylene, polyamide, acrylic, wool…. 
The space-dyeing machine, which allows applying a 
pattern of colours on yarns, is an incredible success. It 
allows making new woven and tufted carpet qualities. 
Numerous samples with space dyed yarn will be shown. 

Van de Wiele, expert in tufting
After the successful introduction of the Myriad in 
ITMA2015 and the success of the customers with this 
technology in house, Cobbe-Van de Wiele is proud to 
announce the TUFTFX-L and the TUFTFX-C.
The TUFTFX-L is equipped with the Myriad attachment, 
offering unlimited design flexibility by the use of com-
pact servomotor yarn control. Each yarn is individually 
controlled through the individual pile delivery system to 
achieve an unlimited number of pile heights. By chang-
ing gradually pile heights between different colours an 
endless number of colour shades are created for tufting 

Van de Wiele at Domotex Hannover 

14-17 January 2017/Hall 5 – Booth C55

VANDEWIELE offers its customers complete carpets solutions, from granulate to carpet. The portfo-
lio contains BCF extrusion lines, heat-setting machines, tufting machines and carpet weaving ma-
chines. The synergy of competences in these different fields leads not only to technical important 
breakthroughs, but is mainly in the benefit of the customer.

tiles, area rugs, wall-to-wall carpet and pictures.
 
The simple, lightweight and compact Level Cut Loop 
mechanism on the TUFTFX-C allows combining cut pile 
and loop pile. Combined with sliding needle bar and 
Myriad attachment, a big variety of tufteffects in cut pile 
and different loop pile heights are possible. 
Samples of all different tuft qualities will be shown at 
Domotex.
To maximize the design possibilities, the TuftLink soft-
ware has been developed. This software allows chang-
ing and creating very easy designs by working in sep-
arate layers for artistic design, pile heights, colours... 
This easy change is not possible with the traditional 
software now available on the market.

Van de Wiele, expert in weaving
The Rug & Carpet Expert RCE02 forms the newest 
generation of double rapier face-to-face carpet weaving 
machines. The machine is equipped with a new Jac-
quard machine and Smart Frames. This allows weav-
ing carpet qualities which were not possible before like 
combinations of cut pile, flat weave, double flat weave, 
double points, filling effects…. The Jacquard has a new 
compact selector, but still has the advantages of all Van 
de Wiele Jacquards like putting the colors in layers (per 
carpet or per color).
The RCE02 is a fully electronic machine. Many motions 
are controlled by servomotors: the cutting motion, the 
heddle frames, the edges, the Jacquard, the beam let-
off… Electronics are more and more replacing mechan-
ics.
Many samples woven on the RCE02 will be shown, in-
cluding carpet qualities with very low pile heights.

Van de Wiele is also the partner for weaving all kinds 
of carpet qualities. High density carpets in handlook, 
Axminster carpets, face-to-face carpets, light weight 
carpets, tapestry rugs, artificial grass, sisal look car-

A tricolor BXE extrusion line running in a carpet 
weaving mill in Turkey

Figure 1: Figure 5:

Figure 6: Figure 2: 

A cut-loop carpet woven with Superba space 
dyed yarn

Figure 

3&4:

Figure 7:

Some designs tufted on the TUFTFX-L

pets, flat weave carpets, loop pile carpets in 8 colours 
or any other type of carpet… Van de Wiele will help you 
find the best technical solution for producing this carpet.

Van de Wiele is the only company offering three-rapier-
machines. Besides the increased production on this 
machine compared to the three shot on two-rapier-
machines, the technical advantages are very well ap-
preciated in the market: no moving incorporated yarns, 
clearer backside, less pile consumption…. Especially 
for the high quality hand look carpets, the three-rapier-
technique is a benefit.

VANDEWIELE, inspired by expertise
We imagine, build and integrate innovative textile sys-
tems for flooring qualities, home linen, fashion fabrics 
and technical textiles. Sharing inspiration and expertise 
with our customers worldwide, we shape the textile in-
dustry of the future. Creating success for them all, from 
yarn to finished product.

The new Rug & Carpet Expert RCE02, equipped 
with a new Jacquard machine

looppile heights

8 colour looppile carpet woven on the Looppile 
Carpet Expert LCE01
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